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following    article    contains    thoughts    which    many    Americans 


■OECAUSE 

feel  but  do  not  dare  to  express  publicly,  generally  because  of  fear  of  eco- 
nomic or  social  intimidation,  The  Institute  of  Arab  American  Affairs  regards  it  as 
a  public  duty  of  good  citizenship  to  reprint  it  as  a  special  supplement  to  our 
August  issue  of  the  BULLETIN.  The  article  appeared  as  an  editorial  in  the 
CATHOLIC  WORLD  of  July  1948,  a  monthly  magazine  published  by  the  Paulist 
Fathers  of  401  West  59th  Street,  New  York  City.  It  is  gratifying  at  long  last 
to  have  a  churchman  address  the  Christian  conscience  in  the  United  States.  Per- 
mission has  been  granted  by  the  editor  of  the  CATHOLIC  WORLD  to  repfftifrtne"1  *' 
editorial,  the  full  text  of  which  follows:  AUG  2  6  1948 


RECOGNITION. OF  ISRAEL 


THE  UNSEEMLY  haste  with  which 
our  Department  of  State  officially  ac- 
knowledged the  "Republic"  of  Israel 
shows  that  once  we  have  gone  in  for  in- 
ternational meddling,  we  shall  play  the 
game  as  all  others  have  done  with  cold- 
blooded disregard  of  ethical  principle. 
Ethical?  We  didn't  even  follow  political 
principle.  It  has  hitherto  been  customary 
for  nations  to  wait  and  see|  which  party 
in  a  civil  war  wins  and  establishes  an  ap- 
parently1 stable  regime.  We  didn't  wait. 
We  rushed  incontinently  into  a  dispute 
that  was  still  raging,  that  was  in  fact 
just  beginning. 

UNHOLY  SPEED 
I  Arthur  Krock,  distinguishing  between 
'  a  de  facto  and  a  de  jure  government  in 
The  New  York  Times  for  May  20th,  says, 
"Jefferson,  as  Secretary  of  State,  instruc- 
ted Gouverneur  Morris,  the  American 
Minister  at  Paris  (Nov.  7,  1792),  that  'it 
accords  with  our  principles  to  acknow- 
ledge any  government  to  be  rightful 
which  is  formed  by  the  will  of  the  na- 
tion, substantially  declared.'  " 

Mr.  Truman  gave  no  reason  for  think- 
ing that  the  will  of  "the  nation"  had 
been  substantially  declared.  He  could 
not  have  done  so  because  it  was  obviously 
not  true.  Mr.  Krock  interprets  Jeffer- 
son: "The  regime  is  accepted  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  area  and  there  is  no 
evidence  that  this  regime  cannot  take 
care  of  its  immediate  obligations."    Nei- 


ther of  those  two  requisites  was  in  evi- 
dence! when  the  President  acted. 

Furthermore  we  gave  not  even  lip 
service  to  the  United  Nations.  We  who 
had  been  the  prime  movers,  and  in  effect 
the  sole  support  of  that  organization, 
gave  it  the  coup  de  grace,  making  no 
slightest  gesture  of  regret.  We  weren't 
even  polite  to  our  guests  on  the  Flushing 
Flats.  Indeed  we  had  kept  our  own  chief 
representative  guessing  as  to  what  we 
were  about  to  do.  Like  a  tumbler  on  the 
stage,  we  turned  a  back  somersault  from 
left  to  right,  another  from  right  to  left, 
a  third  from  left  to  right  again  with  be- 
wildering speed.  We  were  for  partition, 
against  partition,  for  partition.  We  had 
Warren  Austin  so  dizzy  that  he  threat- 
ened to  resign.  We  persuaded  him  to 
stand  by,  and  while  he  and  all  the  other 
delegates  looked;  on  in  dumb  amazement 
we  declared  the  birth  of  Israel  before  it 
was  well  out  of  the  womb.  Our  haste 
was  not  only  unseemly;  it  was  indecent. 
What  Stalin  had  done  in  Czechoslovakia 
we  did  in  Palestine.  We  had  blamed  him 
for  interference  in  the  internal  affairs 
of  another  nation,  but  when  our  turn 
came  for  trickery,  we  proved  ourselves 
quicker  and  slicker  than  the  master 
criminal. 

COUP  DE  GRACE 

From  now  on  no  American  with  a 
conscience  and  a  memory  can  say  that 
we    entered   international    politics   with 
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Mision  de  Israe"T~ante  las  Naciones  Unidaa 
Octubre  de  1948  15,  Avenue  Theophile  Gautier 

Parfs  XVI 

,  j  "\ 

LA  IMPORTANCIA  DEL  NEGUEV  PARA  EL  ESTADO  DE  ISRAEL 

1.  Lob  cambios  territoriales  propuestos  en  el  informe  del  Mediador  conducen  a  una 
division  de  tierra  completamente  injusta  entre  Israel  y  el  estado  arabe  vecino. 
Segun  ello8,  se  quitarfa  a  Israel  alrededor  de  las  dos  terceraa  partes  de  su  terri- 
torio,  se  lo  privarfa  de  las  unicas  reserves  de  tierra  disponibles  para  el  desarro- 
llo,  se  inutilizarfan  las  perspectivas  actuales  y  potenciales  para  el  aprovecha- 
miento  cientffico  de  los  recursos  naturales  y  se  irapedirfa  el  progreso  y  el  creci- 
miento  de  Israel  durante  generaciones.  El  beneficiario  de  estos  cambios,  que  de 
acuerdo  con  el  plan  sera  un  estado  ampliado  de  Trans jordania,  emerge  del  arreglo 
propuesto  con  una  superficie  19  veces  mayor  que  la  del  Estado  de  Israel. 

2.  Es  por  estas  razones,  que  se  detallan  en  este  memorandum,  que  el  gobierno  de 
Israel  se  opondra  a  cualquier  plan  que  separe  el  Neguev,  0  cualquier  parte  de  el, 
del  territorio  del  Estado  de  Israel. 


Superficie 


3.  La  superficie  del  Mandato  de  Palestina  fue  divldida  por  primera  vez  en  1922, 
cuando  mas  de  tres  cuartas  partes  del  pais  — alrededor  de  3^.7^0  millas  cuedradas— 
fueron  ezclufdas  de  las  principales  provisiones  del  Mandato  para  formar  lo  que 
ahora  se  conoce  como  Trans jordania.  La  superficie  de  Palestina  que  restaba  para 
la  colonizacion  judfa  quedo  de  este  modo  reducida  a  alrededor  de  10.000  millas 
cuadradas.  En  la  segunda  particion  de  Palestina,  aprobada  por  la  Asamblea  General 
en  noviembre  de  194?,  se  asignaron  al  Estado  judfo  aproximadamente  5«^78  millas 
cuadradas.  De  esta  superficie,  empero,  mas  de  3*800  millas  cuadradas  estan  en  el 
Neguev,  la  zona  no  desarrollada  de  la  Palestina  meridional. 

k.     El  informe  del  Mediador  propone  ahora,  no  un  ajuste  de  la  sltuacion  sino  un 
plan  de  particion  completamente  nuevo  segun  el  cual  se  concederfa  a  Israel  la 
Galilea  occidental  (la  mayor  parte  de  la  cual  actualmente  ocupa  y  controla),  pero 
perderfa  no  solamente  todo  el  Neguev  sino  tambien  una  parte  del  sur  de  Judea.  El 
resultado  final  serf a  la  reduccion  de  la  superficie  de  Israel  a  alrededor  de  2.180 
millas  cuadradas.  En  cambio,  Trans,) ordania  ganarfa,  segun  el  plan,  todas  las  zo- 
nas  arabes  de  Palestina,  asf  como  el  Neguev,  y  su  superficie  total  seria  aproxi- 
madamente  de  42.500  millas  cuadradas. 

Poblacion 

5.  La  incongruencia  de  esta  division  territorial,  se  hace  aun  mas  notoria  cuando 
se  toma  en  cuenta  que  la  poblacion  actual  de  Trans jordania  es  de  alrededor  de 
350,000  habitantes  (a  los  cuales  se  agregarfan  ahora  los  600.000  0  7OO.OOO  Arabes 
de  la  Palestina  arabe)  en  tanto  que  la  poblacion  judfa  de  Israel  es  ya  de  casi 
800.000  y  aumenta  constantemente  debido  a  la  inmigracion  de  judfos  que  necesitan 
una  patria. 

Uso  de  la  Tierra 

6.  Las  precedentes  consideraciones  cuantitativas  son  de  por  sf  argumentos  sor- 
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DEEP-SEA  FISHING  IN  ISRAEL  ' *-* 

Deep-sea  fishing 8  which  means  fishing  in  Mediterranean  waters 
at  a  depth  of  over  a  hundred  meters,,  is  a  comparatively  recent  develop- 
ment in  Israelo  Its  history  covers  a  period  of  about  ten  years,  and  con- 
sists mainly  of  efforts  to  transform  collective  settlements  along  the 
coast  into  fishing  villages  without  their  abandoning  agriculture,,  The 
results  have  not  always  been  encouraging,  chiefly  because  trained  fisher- 
men were  not  available  in  sufficient  numbers.  Deep-sea  fishing  is  no 
job  for  the  amateur „  It  requires  not  only  considerable  technical  and 
practical  skill,  but  also  a  good  knowledge  of  fish  topography,  namely 
the  geographical  location  of  fish  at  different  seasons  of  the  year. 

Gradually,  this  industry  grew  and  developed,  aided  by  a 
suitable  marketing  organization  and  by  the  opportunities  opened  up  by 
the  second  World  War.  The  efficiency  with  which  Tnuva  brings  the  fish 
from  port  to  consumer  enables  this  highly  perishable  commodity  to  be 
disposed  of  with  the  required  speed.  Although  the  war  restricted  fish- 
ing to  a  great  extents  it  provided  an  unexpected  opportunity  for  the 
training  of  our  fishermen.  While  the  Jewish  Brigade  was  stationed  in 
Italy  and  in  Holland,  a  number  of  soldiers  were  given  a  thorough 
training  at  two  of  the  best-known  fishery  schools  in  the  world,  Grado 
and  Ijmuiden.  These  men,  and  some  veteran  Jewish  seamen  and  fishermen 
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Printing  in  Israel  means  in  practice  letterpress  and  offset 
lithography,  The  large  majority  of  presses  in  the  country  are  letter- 
press plants,  printing  on  flat-hed  machines  from  hand  or  machine-set 
type  and  from  process-engraved  "blocks*  or  from  stereotypes  ;  and  a 
small  numher  of  rotary  presses  which  produce  the  newspapers  with  the 
larger  circulations.  There  are  -oerhaps  half-a-dozen  offset-litho- 
graphy plants,  squirmed  with  modern  machinery „  One  wrapping-paper 
factory  uses  the  rubher-aniline  printing  -process «, 

A  roto-gravure  plant  was  set  up  in  193^.  hut  failed  for 
Doth  technical  and  economic  reasons8  and  there  is  now  no  gravure 
printer  in  the  country.  It  is  possible,  however 9  that  the  quickly 
developing  offset-industry  will  fulfill  the  demand  for  illustrated 
papers  and  pamphlets  if  it  reaches  the  necessary  standards  of  quality. 
It  must  he  home  in  mind  that  the  runs  are  comparatively  small  in 
most  cases<> 

The  general  level  of  artistic  and  technical  skill  in  the 
printing  trade  is  not  very  high,,  There  isa  however,  a  distinct  up- 
ward trend,,  Since  local  facilities  for  vocational  education  are 
very  limited,  it  is  mainly  to  new  immigrants  that  the  trade  must 
look  for  new  talent  and  for  men  experienced  in  up-to-date  methods,, 
equipment  and  trends « 
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